EXTINCTIONS
EXPEDITION
2022 Final Report

This was our 28th EXTINCTIONS EXPEDITION to the
badlands of Eastern Wyoming to continue excavating
a triceratops skeleton. We had 27 people join us during
our month-long expedition from June 20 - August 20.

GOALS FOR THE
2022 FIELD SEASON
• To continue excavating the triceratops site named “KEN”
• To collect more triceratops bones for 3D printing
• To provide fossils and funding in support of the Eastern Wyoming Nature Center

The CREW
27 crewmembers joined us in Lusk, Wyoming and
headed to the Petersen Ranch where our triceratops
excavation site was waiting for us, as well as plenty of
land to explore for new fossils.

GOAL 1: CONTINUE EXCAVATING
THE TRICERATOPS SITE NAMED “KEN”.
This triceratops skeleton was found
in 2016 with the discovery of a rib and
shoulder blade. We continued in 2022
to excavate 3 ribs, a humerus and one
pelvic bone called the pubis.
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GOAL 2: TO COLLECT MORE
TRICERATOPS BONES FOR 3D PRINTING
The humerus from “Ken” will be added to the collection of 7
other triceratops partial skeletons to be scanned for 3D printing.
The goal is to be able to 3D print all missing bones from current
and future skeletons and be able to help other science centers
build skeletons of their own.

GOAL 3: TO PROVIDE FOSSILS AND FUNDING IN SUPPORT
OF THE EASTERN WYOMING NATURE CENTER.
In 2018 an 8000 sq. ft. building was
acquired in Lusk, Wyoming with the
intent to establish the Eastern Wyoming
Nature Center. The mission of the
organization is:

“To discover,
preserve and
celebrate
the natural
resources
of Eastern
Wyoming.”

With fossils and funding we will turn this…

…into this.

OTHER FINDS:
Edmontosaur femur.
One of our prospecting mornings resulted in the discovery of a femur
from a duckbill dinosaur (Edmontosaurus annectens). We found a
right femur last year and now we have the left one!

OTHER FINDS:
Tyrannosaurus rex tooth
Like all apex predators, their populations are small
relative to the herbivores they eat, and Trex was at
the top of the food chain. This rare find shows wear
and tear on the sharp edge, probably from rubbing
against other teeth.
This one still shows some of the serrations common
of Late Cretaceous predatory dinosaurs.

OTHER FINDS:
Trionychid turtle
A great indicator of the ancient habitat
Triceratops and T-rex lived in, this softshelled turtle lived along with crocodiles
and garfish in the ancient coastal marsh
of the Late Cretaceous inland sea.

The predatory crocodile Brachychampsa
chomped this turtle like a giant cookie.
Notice the many bitemarks on the left
side of the turtle’s shell.

LOOKING FORWARD
TO SUMMER 2022!

There’s plenty of work for next year. We left a
few bones in the ground for next year, including
a partial triceratops skull and several duckbill
dinosaur bones. We hope you’ll consider coming
back, but if not, please pass on our info to others
that might enjoy the experience.
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